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Deep Ocean  
A review and synthesis of the exploration, research and conservation science that  

served as a foundation for its designation - the first in continental US waters   

 
Peter J. Auster, PhD - Research Professor Emeritus at the University of Connecticut and 

Senior Research Scientist at Mystic Aquarium.  Dr. Auster is a marine ecologist whose work is focused 
broadly on the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity in the ocean. Scuba, research 
submersibles, and remotely operated vehicles have been central for conducting much of his fieldwork, 
resulting in over 130 scholarly and technical publications. He serves on multiple panels and committees 
that are focused on marine resource management and conservation and has been involved in 
numerous outreach initiatives targeted at informing the public about marine conservation issues.  
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Peter is a Pew Fellow in Marine Conservation, a Fellow of The American 
Institute of Fishery Research Biologists, and has been a Mote Eminent 
Scholar in Fisheries Ecology at Florida State University. He has received 
multiple awards for his work including a NOAA Environmental Hero Award.  
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